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Flooring plays a critical role in creating a safe working environment. However, employers and
workers often focus on the danger that chemicals, machinery and equipment may cause and
overlook the floor beneath them. Ignoring the hazards can lead to:
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Increased risk of slips, trips and falls

Employees, customers and visitors could get injured on site, which may result in compensa-
tion claims or lawsuits, as well as a damaged reputation. In addition, the facility may have to
undergo inspections and face penalties for non-compliance.

‘) Damage to machinery and equipment
Vehicle tyres can get damaged if having to constantly drive over bumpy or uneven flooring,
resulting in increased maintenance costs. By using the incorrect type of flooring, computers
and other equipment with electrical commponents can be damaged by destructive electro-
static discharge (ESD).

When working in a facility it is easy to ignore seemingly minor hazards - and these may even go
unnoticed for long periods of time. However, they often result in workplace accidents and injuries.
Assessing and addressing flooring issues is critical to ensuring the safety of people and vehicles.

FLOORING SAFETY TIPS

Housekeeping
e Set a regular floor cleaning schedule, depending on factors like facility size, traffic patterns and
peak hours.
¢ Clean up spills immediately to prevent accidents. While cleaning, ensure that barricades are
placed in the work area to redirect pedestrians.
¢ Different types of floors require different cleaning methods and products. Whether the clean-
ing team is in-house or outsourced, it helps to have written floor-cleaning procedures that are
updated as needed e.g. if a floor surface is changed or new cleaning chemicals are introduced.

Signhage

¢ Floor markings boost safety in hazardous areas by informing employees of potential risks and
enable people to navigate areas, improving their safety, productivity and efficiency. Other
areas of the workplace that will benefit from floor markings are emergency exits, storage
areas, pathways and aisles.

¢ Signs can be portable cones or stickers and markings on the walls and floor. The most
important thing is that the signs are well labelled and clearly visible to draw attention to and
guide movement around obstacles.

Anti-Slip Coatings and Mats
¢ Anti-slip coatings and mats increase floor traction, minimising the risk of slips and falls.
¢ Anti-slip mats provide extra traction underfoot, preventing people from slipping easily and do
not require special installation. They can be a good addition to a facility’s entrance, high-traffic
spaces or high-risk areas. However, they are not as durable as coatings and may need fre-
quent replacement.

Lighting
¢ Improve visibility by keeping pathways, aisles, stairs and other critical areas well-lit (obstacles
can easily be hidden in darkness and shadows).
e Floor lights, spotlights and luminous / reflective guide tapes can also assist by helping
individuals identify and avoid potential slipping and tripping hazards.

You cannot put a price on safety. Flooring that does not fit its intended purpose or is beyond
repair, should be replaced.

https://www.kalouta: ial-floor-saf practices
https://duraflor.com/practical_design/flooring-safety-tips
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! The Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment has published
the National Policy for the management of Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment for implementation.

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: WASTE ACT 59 OF 2008
Government Notice 6554 in Government Gazette 53243
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The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment has
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: WASTE ACT 59 OF 2008
Government Notice 6556 in Government Gazette 53243




